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please your Majesty by proclamation of certainty already pro-
vided, if any such be, or else by limitations of certainty, if none
be, to provide a most gracious .remedy in this great necessity
. . . And your subjects, on their bebalfs, for your Majesty's
further assurance, whereupon their own preservation wholly
dependeth, shall employ their whole endeavours and wits and
power, to renew, devise and establish the most strong and
beneficial acts and laws of preservation and surety of your
Majesty and of your issue, in the imperial crown of this realm;
and the most penal, sharp and terrible statutes, to all that
shall but once practise and attempt or conceive against your
safety . . .

The Queen's answer to the above petition^ 10 April^ 1563.

. . , Since there can be no duer debt than princes' words,
which I Avould observe, therefore I answer to the same. Thus
it is; the two petitions which you made unto me do contain
two tilings, my Marriage, and Succession after me. For the
first, if I had let slip too much time, or if my strength had been
decayed, you might the better have spoke therein; or if any
think I never meant to try that life, they be deceived; but if
I may hereafter bend my mind thereunto, the rathei\for ful-
filling your request, I shall be therewith very well content.
For the second, the greatness thereof maketh me to say and
pray, that I may linger here in this vale of misery for your
comfort, wherein I have witness of my study and travail for
your surety: and I cannot, with ' nunc dimittis/ end my life,
without I see some foundation of your surety after my grave-
stone,                                          jyEwes' Journals, pp. 75-81.

2. Petition of Parliament touching Ifaryt Queen of Scots,
22 November, 1586.

May it please your most excellent Majesty, We, your
humble, loving and faithful subjects, the Lords and Commons
in this present parliament assembled, having of long time, to
our intolerable grief, seen by how manifold, most dangerous
and execrable practices, Mary . . . commonly called the Queen
of Scots, hath compassed the destruction of your Majesty's
sacred and most royal person . . ., and thereby not only to